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houses—the Lok Sabha (House of the People) and the Rajya
Sabha (the Council of States).

THE UNION LEGISLATURE

GLOSSARY
1. Adjournment motion : The purpose of an adjournment motion
is to draw the attention of the House to a recent matter of
urgent public importance. Adjournment motions are generally
related to matters of serious consequence, such as a natural
calamity, communal tension and fatal accident, involving many
people.
2. Anti-Defection Act : The tenth schedule is also known as the
Anti-Defection Act. It was included in the Constitution in 1985
via the 52nd Amendment Act. It sets the provisions for
disqualification of elected members on the grounds of defection
to another political party.

7. Question Hour : It is the first hour of every sitting reserved
for asking and answering questions. It is during this hour that
they ask questions on different aspects of administration and
government policies in the national and international spheres.
8. Residuary powers : The Parliament can also make laws on
those subjects that are not mentioned in the union, state or
concurrent lists. This power forms the residuary power of the
Parliament.
9. Single citizenship : The Indian Constitution follows the policy
of single citizenship in spite of having a dual polity. There is no
separate provision of state citizenship.
10. Single constitution : The Indian Constitution is common for
the Union as well as the states. The states do not have separate
constitutions. In a federal country like the USA, the individual
states and Union have separate constitutions.
11. Unstarred question : An unstarred question is one which does
not need an oral answer and on which no supplementary questions
can consequently be asked.

3. Dual administration : In a federal state, there are two
governments—the central government and the state
governments. India, as a federal system, has both central and
state governments.
4. No-confidence motion : The Parliament may remove the
council of ministers from power by a vote of no-confidence
motion. If this motion is passed, the whole ministry has to resign,
including the prime minister.
5. Ordinances : Article 123 of the Constitution enables the
president to promulgate an ordinance if neither House of the
Parliament is in session. Ordinances are temporary laws having
the effect of an act.
6. Parliament : It refers to a country’s supreme legislative body.
The Parliament of India is a bicameral legislature. It has two
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Choose the correct answer from the options given

4. Which of the following are kinds of Cut motions?

1. How many times does the President summon each house
of the Parliament?
(a) 5 times

(b) 4 times

(c) 2 times

(d) 1 time

(c) Token cut

(d) Disapproval cut

There are three kinds of cut motions—token cut, economy
cut and disapproval of policy cut.

The President summons each house of the Parliament at
least twice a year and the interval between these two sessions
should not be less than six months.
2. The Speaker is the ex-officio Chairman of which of the
following committees of the House?
(a) Business Advisory Committee
(b) General Purposes Committee
(c) Rules Committee
(d) All of the above
Ans. (d) All of the above
Various Committees of the House function under the Speaker.
However, committees such as the Business Advisory
Committee, the General Purposes Committee and the Rules
Committee work directly under the Speaker’s Chairmanship.
3. Who can alter the name or boundary of a State if
needed?
(a) The State Government
(b) The Central Government
(c) The Prime Minister
(d) The Parliament
Ans. The Parliament
The Parliament has the authority to alter the name or
boundary of a State if needed. It can also form a new State
by merging the territories of existing states or by separating
a part of the territory from a state.
3

(b) Money cut

Ans. Token cut

Ans. (c) 2 times
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5. In which Schedule is the Anti-Defection law added?
(a) 12th

(b) 11th

(c) 9th

(d) 10th

Ans. (d) 10th
The Constitutional Act 1985 is also known as the AntiDeflection Law. It was added in 10th Schedule of the
Constitution that set out certain provisions with respect to
the vacation of seats and disqualification of membership of
Parliament and State Legislature on the grounds of defection.
6. When can the Parliament legislate on subjects included
in the State List?
(a) When there is a proclamation of an emergency
(b) When the Rajya Sabha passes a resolution by a
two-thirds majority that the subject mentioned is
of national importance
(c) When two or more states feel that the Parliament
should legislate on the subject mentioned in the
State List
(d) All of the above
Ans. (d) All of the above
The Parliament has the authority to legislate the subjects
mentioned in the state when even one of the following
situations arises.
7. Which state of India has the right to make its own
Constitution?
(a) Assam
(b) Meghalaya
(c) Jammu and Kashmir (d) Arunachal Pradesh
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Ans. (c) Jammu and Kashmir
The Constitution of India provides the state of Jammu &
Kashmir to have the right to make its Constitution under
Article 370. It is the only Indian state to have a separate
constitution. Article 370 of the Constitution of India states
that the central government and the Parliament has authority
over limited matters related to Jammu & Kashmir. For all
other matters, actions need to be taken in accordance with
the state legislature. Also, residual powers have been vested
in the state government. These constitutional provisions help
Jammu & Kashmir to enjoy autonomy.
8. Who has more power and status in terms of
responsibility of the Council of Ministers?
(a) Rajya Sabha

(b) Prime Minister

(b) Existence of Union Territory
(c) Inequality of representation in the Rajya Sabha
(d) All of the above
Ans. (d) All of the above
All the three statements are the features of the Indian
Constitution.
11. The Constitution of India has provided for what system
of government?
(a) Bilateral

(b) Plutocracy

(c) Federal

(d) Absolutism

The Constitution of India provides for a federal system of
Government. This system of government states that all the
administrative powers are equally divided between the central
and state governments by the Constitution.

(d) Prime Minister and Rajya Sabha
Ans. Lok Sabha
Both Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha are co-partners in the
functioning of the government. However, the Lok Sabha
enjoys more power and status in financial matters and with
regard to the responsibilities of the Council of Ministers.

12. The government at the centre is know n as ......
Government
(a) Union Government

(b) Union Parliament

(c) Centre Government

(d) None of the above

Ans. (a) Union Government

9. Which bills originate in the Lok Sabha?
(a) A Money bill

(b) An Ordinary bill

(c) Both A and B

(d) None of the above

Ans. Both A and B
Ordinary as well as money bills can be introduced in Lok
Sabha. However, money bills are originated only in Lok
Sabha. After the money bill is passed by the Lok Sabha, it
is then sent to the Rajya Sabha for its recommendation.
5

(a) Single citizenship

Ans. (c) Federal

(c) Lok Sabha
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The government at the centre is known as Union
Government.
13. The minimum age required to be a member of the
Rajya Sabha is
(a) 25
(b) 30
(c) 21
(d) 35
Ans. (b) 30
The minimum age required to contest elections to be a
member of the Rajya Sabha is 30 years.
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14. When all the demands have been voted by the Lok
Sabha, the demands are incorporated in the form of a
bill called
(a) Money Bill
(b) Appropriation Bill
(c) Finance Bill
(d) Ordinary Bill
Ans. (b) Appropriation Bill
The Appropriation Bill is a form of bill wherein all the
demands voted by the Lok Sabha are incorporated. This bill
is then presented to the Lok Sabha. After passing from the
Lok Sabha, it is then sent to the Rajya Sabha.
15. Who was the first woman Speaker of the Lok Sabha?
(a) Meera Sahib Fatima Bibi
(b) Meira Kumar
(c) Shanno Devi
(d) Vijaya Laxmi Pandit
Ans. Meira Kumar
On 3rd June 2009, Meira Kumar became the first woman
Speaker of the Lok Sabha. She is a Dalit by birth and an
ex-IFS officer by profession.
16. How many people represent Jharkhand in the Lok
Sabha?
(a) 14
(b) 28
(c) 21
(d) 10
Ans. 14
14 people out of the total population represent Jharkhand in
the Lok Sabha.
17. What is the minimum age required to be elected as a
member of the Lok Sabha?
(a) 28
(b) 30
(c) 21
(d) 25
Ans. 25
The minimum age for contesting elections to be a member
of the Lok Sabha is 25 years.
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18. The word ‘Parliament’ is derived from which of the
following expressions?
(a) Parlement

(b) Pariment

(c) Parlament

(d) Perlament

Ans. Parlement
The word Parliament is derived from the French expression
‘parlement’ which means ‘speaking’.
19. Who elects the members of the Lok Sabha?
(a) The President
(b) The people of India
(c) The Prime Minister
(d) The members of Parliament
Ans. (b) The people of India
The Lok Sabha is also known as the House of the People.
It consists of representatives elected by the people.
20. In India, who has the power to amend the provisions
of the Constitution single-handedly?
(a) Lok Sabha only

(b) Rajya Sabha only

(c) The Parliament

(d) The President

Ans. The Parliament
In India, the Parliament has the power to amend the
provisions of the Constitution single-handedly by a single
majority or by two-thirds majority.
21. Which of the following bills cannot originate in the
Rajya Sabha?
(a) A Non-money bill

(b) A Money bill

(c) Both of the above

(d) None of the above

Ans. (b) A Money bill
All bills, other than the money bill can be introduced in the
Rajya Sabha. A money bill can be introduced only in Lok
Sabha.
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22. India consists of how many states?
(a) 30
(b) 29
(c) 25
(d) 27
Ans. (b) 29
According to the Census of 2011, India consists of 29 states
(the recent being Telangana) and seven union territories.
23. How many people are nominated by the President in
the Rajya Sabha?
(a) 18
(b) 12
(c) 14
(d) 17
Ans. (b) 12
Our Constitution does not give equal representation to all
the states with respect to the number of people representing
the state in the two houses of Parliament. It accords
representation based on population. This means that a state
with a larger population has more people to represent them,
while a state with less population has less number of people
to represent them. Along with the number of people in the
Rajya Sabha, the President also appoints 12 members from
among people having specialty in art, literature, science and
social science.
24. When does the House grant leave to move the NoConfidence motion?
(a) When the motion has the support of at least 20
members
(b) When the motion has the support of at least 50
members
(c) When the motion has the support of at least 30
members
(d) When the motion has the support of at least 45
members
Ans. (b) When the motion has the support of at least 50 members
The No-Confidence motion is moved by the Opposition.
However, the House grants to move this motion only when
there is the support from at least 50 members.
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25. Who is empowered to promulgate an Ordinance at a
time when the Parliament is not in session?
(a) The Parliament

(b) The Prime Minister

(c) The President

(d) The Speaker

Ans. (c) The President
The President is empowered to promulgate an Ordinance at
a time when the Parliament is not in session. This has the
same effect as the Act. However, these ordinances cease
to exist unless they are approved by the Houses of the
Parliament.
26. Jammu and Kashmir has been provided a separate
Constitution under which Article?
(a) 3 70

(b) 380

(c) 3 90

(d) 41 0

Ans. 370
Article 370 of the Indian Constitution provides for a separate
Constitution for Jammu and Kashmir. It is an article which
grants special autonomous status to the state. The article is
included in Part XXI of the Constitution, which relates to
temporary, transitional and special provisions.
27. Which motion expresses opinion of the House on a
particular matter?
(a) Adjournment Motion (b) Motion
Impeachment
(c) Substantive Motion

for

(d) Motion of Thanks

Ans. Substantive Motion
A Substantive Motion is a resolution which expresses opinion
of the House on a specific matter.
28. What is termination of a session?
(a) Adjournment

(b) Prorogation

(c) Quorum

(d) Re c e s s

Ans. (b) Prorogation
The term ‘prorogation’ means termination of a session.
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The term ‘prorogation’ means termination of a session.
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29. Each member of the Rajya Sabha is elected for a period
of
(a) Six years
(b) Twelve years
(c) Seven years
(d) Five years
Ans. (a) six years
Each member of the Rajya Sabha is elected for a period of
six years. One-third of the total members of the house retire
after every two years.
30. The Union Legislature comprises how many houses?
(a) One
(b) Three
(c) Four
(d) Two
Ans. Two
The Union Legislature comprises two houses – Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha and the President.
31. Name the three levels of government in a federal set up
in India.
(a) State Government
(b) Central Government
(c) State & Central Government
(d) State & Central Government and Local Goverment.
Ans. (d) State & Central Government and Local Goverment.
(i) The Government of the whole country called the Central
Government.
(ii) The Government of components units called the State.
(iii) The third level of federalism was added in the form of
Panchayats in villages and Municipality Corporations in
cities called Local Government.
32. Name the Law making body of Union Government.
(a) Lok Sabha
(b) Rajya Sabha
(c) Both (a) and (b)
(d) None of these
Ans. (c) Both (a) and (b)
Union Legislature : Union Legislature is called Parliament or
Sansad. The main law making body of Union Government are :
(i) Lok Sabha (ii) Rajya Sabha.
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33. Name the main constituents of the Indian Parliament?
(a) Lok Sabha
(b) Rajya Sabha
(c) President
(d) All of the above
Ans. (d) All of the above
The main constituents of the Indian Parliament are :
(a) President
(b) Lok Sabha
(c) Rajya Sabha
34. Name the Houses of the Indian Parliament?
(a) Lok Sabha
(b) Rajya Sabha
(c) Both (a) and (b)
(d) None of these
Ans. (c) Both (a) and (b)
Parliament consists of two houses viz., Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha formerly known as House of people and the Council of
States.
35. What is the maximum strength of members of the Lok
Sabha?
(a) 5 50
(b) 552
(c) 5 55
(d) 562
Ans. (b) 552
The maximum strength of the Lok Sabha, provided by the
Constitution is 552.
36. What is the maximum strength of members of the Rajya
Sabha?
(a) 1 50
(b) 25 0
(c) 3 50
(d) 450
Ans. (b) 250
The maximum strength of the Rajya Sabha, provided by the
Constitution is 250.
37. By whom and on whose advice can the Lok Sabha be
dissolved?
(a) President
(b) Prime Minister
(c) Speaker
(d) Both (a) and (b)
Ans. (d) Both (a) and (b)
Lok Sabha may be dissolved by the President before the expiry
of its terms on the advice of the Prime Minister.
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38. Who is empowered to summon and to dissolve the Lok
sabha?
(a) The President
(b) The Prime Minister
(c) Council of Ministers (d) Speaker of Lok Sabha
Ans. (a) The President
The President of India can summon and dissolve the Lok Sabha
before the Scheduled time.
39. How many members can the President nominate in the
Lok Sabha?
(a) 1
(c) 3
Ans. (b) 2

(b) 2
(d) 5

The President may nominate 2 members to the Lok Sabha.
40. What is the quorum to hold the meetings of the Lok
Sabha?
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

one-third of the total membership of each House
one-fourth of the total membership of each House
one-fifth of the total membership of each House
one-tenth of the total membership of each House

Ans. (d) one-tenth of the total membership of each House
A Quorum implies the minimum number of members required
to be present before a meeting is allowed to begin. The Quorum
of the Lok Sabha is one-tenth of the total membership of each
House. This means that the House cannot conduct its
proceedings and pass Bills and resolutions without the presence
of at least one-tenth of its total membership. The speaker may
adjourn the House or suspend the meeting until there is a
requisite quorum.
41. The Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha
are from which party?
(a) Ruling Party

(b) Opposition Party

(c) Both (a) and (b)

(d) None of these
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Ans. (a) Ruling Party
The Speaker of the Lok Sabha is elected from among ruling
party’s own members soon after the newly elected House
meets for the first time.
The Deputy Speaker is elected in the same way as the Speaker.
42. Who presides over the meetings of the Lok Sabha?
(a) Prime Minister
(b) President
(c) Council of Ministers (d) Speaker
Ans. (d) Speaker
The Speaker is the presiding officer of meetings of the Lok
Sabha.
43. Who presides over the joint sitting of both the Houses
of the Parliament ?
(a) Prime Minister

(b) President

(c) Speaker

(d) Council of Ministers

Ans. (c) Speaker
The Speaker presides over a joint sitting of both Houses of
Parliament.
44. Who presides over the Rajya Sabha ?
(a) President of India
(b) Prime Minister of
India
(c) Vice-President of India (d) Speaker of Rajya Sabha
Ans. (c) Vice-President of India
The Vice-President of India presides over the Rajya Sabha.
45. Who presides over the meetings of the Rajya Sabha in
the absence of the Vice-President of India?
(a) President of India
(b) Deputy Chairman
(c) Prime Minister of India
(d) None of these
Ans. (b) Deputy Chairman
The Deputy Chairman performs all functions and duties of the
Chairman, in his absence.
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46. Mention any one matter where the Rajya Sabha enjoys
equal powers with the Lok Sabha.
(a) in the matter of amendment to the constitution
(b) in the matter of amendment of the money-bills
(c) in the matter of allocation of budget for armed
forces
(d) none of these
Ans. (a) in the matter of amendment to the constitution
The Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha enjoys equal power in the
matter of amendment to the constitution, the authorities of the
two Houses are equal. Amendments have to be passed by 2/
3rd majority in each House.
47. State one aspect is which Lok Sabha more powerful than
the Rajya Sabha?
(a) Money Bills
(b) Tribunal Reforms Bill
(c) Constitutional Amendment Bill
(d) Ordinance Replacing Bill
Ans. In aspect of Money Bills, the position of Lok Sabha is superior
to the Rajya Sabha as the latter merely possesses the power
to delay the passing of such bills by fourteen days. If it does
not return the bill within 14 days, it is deemed to have been
passed by Rajya Sabha. Moreover a Money Bill can only be
first introduced in the Lok Sabha.
48. What is the term of office of a Rajya Sabha member ?
(a) three years
(b) four years
(c) five years
(d) six years
Ans. (d) six years
The Rajya Sabha is a permanent House, hence it cannot be
dissolved. Each member is elected for a term of six years.
1/3rd of its total members retire at the end of every two years,
and the equal number of new members are elected to fill the
vacancies caused by the retirement of 1/3rd members. The old
members can be re-elected.
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49. Name the body which elects the Rajya Sabha Members.
(a) elected members of the State Legislative Assemblies
(b) elected members of the Union Legislative Assemblies
(c) both (a) and (b)
(d) None of the above
Ans. (a) elected members of the State Legislative Assemblies
The members of the Rajya Sabha are elected by the elected
members of the State Legislative Assemblies in accordance
with a system of proportional representation by means of a
single transferable vote.
50. What is the maximum gap allowed between two
parliamentary sessions ?
(a) two months

(b) three months

(c) five months

(d) six months

Ans. (d) Maximum six months.
51. Who is the ex-officio chairperson of the Rajya Sabha ?
(a) The President
(b) The Vice-President
(c) Council of Ministers (d) None of these
Ans. (b) The Vice-President.
52. Name the lists which distribute the Subjects of legislation
between the Union and the States.
(a) Union List
(b) State List
(c) Concurrent list
(d) All of the above
Ans. (d) All of the above
53. Which bodies have the right to legislate on subjects in
the Concurrent list?
(a) Parliament
(c) Both (a) and (b)
Ans. (c) Both (a) and (b)

(b) State Legislatures
(d) None of these

Both the Parliament and State legislatures have the right to
make laws on subjects mentioned in the Concurrent List.
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54. Who decides whether a bill is a money bill or not?
(a) The Prime Minister
(c) The Speaker
Ans. (c) The Speaker

(b) The Finance Minister
(d) None of the above

The Speaker decides whether a particular Bill is Money Bill or
not.
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